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The protean properties of ocean have been 

displayed. The ocean changes its shape like lord 

Vishnu and it becomes as mighty as lord Vishnu 

himself: 

In the aquatic scheme of Kalidas, oceans, 

rivers have their detailed study. The pictorial 

descriptions of waters are so vivacious that it starts 

dancing upon the screen of our conscious and sub 

conscious mind. The tender aspects of ocean is 

fostering and nourishing to mankind. Describing the 

utilitarian aspects of ocean, Kalidas represents it as 

flourishing pure jewels in its water. Like a gentleman 

it gives shelter even to the enemy. The protean 

quality of the ocean also comes forth. In the aquatic 

scheme, too, William Wordsworth and Kalidas are 

the same in understanding the importance of waters 

as indispensable element of environment. In the 

aquatic scheme of Kalidas the oceanic wealth has 

been invested with vast potentialities in the colorful 

language of the poetry. In Kalidas the ocean forms an 

extensive mass of water as unfathomable, bottomless 

and uncross able as we find it in The Ramayana. 

Kalidas compares the description of the solar dynasty 

to the vast ocean and his poetical genius to a small 

boat: 

"The (exalted) race sprung from the sun, and my 

intellect of limited scope (to describe it) how unequal 

the two! It is under a delusion that I am desirous of 

crossing, by means of a raft, the ocean,so difficult to 

be crossed," (1) 

The poet calls the ocean as the rampart of the 

earth. Here rampart stands for a protective shield that 

saves us from the invasion of morbid and exterior 

elements: 

"He governed the earth as if it were a single city, 

having the shores of the seas for its line of ramparts 

and the seas themselves for its moats, and owning no 

other rule". (2) 

 

 

 

The protean properties of ocean have been displayed. 

The ocean changes its shape like lord Vishnu and it 

becomes as mighty as lord Vishnu himself: 

त ां त मवस्थो प्रततपद्यम नां तस्थतां दश व्य प्य तदशो मतिम्न  

तवष्णोरिव स्म नवघ िझीयमी क्तत  रुपतमयतय  व  (3) 

The ocean is not transitory; it is eternal: 

न तिप्ररुढ म्वरुुि सनेनां सांस्तूयम नरू प्रथमेन घ त्र  

अमुां युग न्तोतितयोगतनद्ररू सांित्य लोक न्परुुषो तिशेत"े (4) 

The ocean is the husband of rivers. He in an 

accomplished lover who kisses the lips of his beloved 

and for it he himself is kissed by the beloved: 

viz 

मखु पपणेष ुप्रकृततप्रगल्ि रू स्वयां तिांग ििद नदक्षरू 

टनन्यस म न्यकलत्रवतृतरू तपबत्युसौ प ययते ि तसन्िूरू (5) 

"The ocean sucks the lips of the river and 

himself also is kissed by them. The aquatic creatures 

are a beauty to the ocean. The seacoasts are full of 

trees and creepers and Ketaki flowerers. Black clouds 

bending over the ocean look beautiful. They appear 

to draw water from the sea and they appear to make 

love by bending upon each other as if they are 

husband and wife". 

Amang the discussion of rivers, Kalidas 

presents the confluence of the Ganges and Yamuna in 

the city of Mathura instead of Prayag. The king 

Susena of Mathura indulges in water-sports with his 

queens in the Yamuna. The white unguents of the 

young maidens are washed away by the waves of the 

river. The white pastes mixed with blue water, 

represent the confluence of the Yamuna with the 

Ganges before Prayag: 

यस्य वशेिितनन्दन न ां प्रक्ष लन द रितवि ि क ले 

क तलन्िकन्य  मथुि ां गत तप गगोतमपसांसक्तज्लेव ि तत 
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